Event description of a Roundtable “The Fight against Trafficking in Human Beings in the Republic of Macedonia”

Goal:

Raising awareness through the organization of local awareness raising event(s), in the last week of May 2009 in the same time with all ARIADNE partners. 

Topic of the event: 
Combating human trafficking in the Republic of Macedonia: current situation, problems and prospects.
Aim: 
To bring together all relevant factors in the State that works on this issue and to create recommendations for further actions and activities based on the gathered knowledge 

Description: 
Round table with media coverage; 


Participants (max 30): MoI, NGO’s, international organizations, media, HR experts, and border police.
Before the round table, there will be publication of leaflets and/or brochures, in local languages informing victims or potential victims of trafficking regarding available services for provision of assistance, including legal, psychological, etc. The printed material will be made available during the round table. 

This round table will help to see all relevant national stakeholders are fully aware of the CoE instruments and if yes, what are their views in terms of any specific obstacle / problem related thereto once these instruments are ratified. This will also enable participants to properly inform the broader public about the ongoing state of affairs i.e. the latest legislative and other reforms in the above field, as well as the key challenges appearing in the above context.
On the round table will be discuss about the importance of ratifying the Council of Europe Convention on Action Against Human Trafficking, by the Republic of Macedonia, who by this act will make a giant step ahead in fighting human trafficking in its national borders and contributing to the global fight against this form of modern slavery .Also, by ratifying and implementing this Convention Macedonia will strengthen its existing national capacities to combat human trafficking. 
The Republic of Macedonia has signed and ratified a great number of international instruments including the convention against Translational Organized Crime, the Optional Protocol Against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air, Optional Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination  against Women etc.

The Council of Europe Convention on Action against Human Trafficking is the first legally binding instrument which goes beyond recommendations and other specific actions of the European Council. It was opened for signatures in Warsaw on 16 May 2005 and it will enter into force when it will be ratified by ten states, eight of which must be Council of Europe member states. So far 36 states have signed and only 7 of them have ratified the convention. The Republic of Macedonia has signed the Convention on 17 December 2005, but has not ratified it yet.


Even though there are already other international instruments in this field, the Convention benefits from the more limited and uniform context of the Council of Europe, contains more precise provisions and may go beyond minimum standards agreed upon in other international instruments. The evolution of international law proves that regional instruments are very often necessary to complement global efforts. European instruments in the field of the protection of children’s rights, money laundering or trafficking in drugs   have proved to have a very positive impact on the implementation of global initiatives. This convention aims to improve the protection afforded by them and developing the standards contained therein, in particular in relation to the protection of the human rights of the victims of trafficking.
Discussing on the need of ratification of the above international instruments as well as undertaking relevant activities with a view to overcoming the possible obstacles / problems in that context.

This may include up-dating of the present Action Plan on Implementing the National Strategy in this field, to be done in line and terms of the very CoE`s conventions especially the one on Action against Human Trafficking. 
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� Please note that the authors of this report use the constitutional name of their country and not the one used by the United Nations, the Council of Europe and the European Union, which is “The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia”.





