
HRDF’s Activities under the Third Joint Project of ARIADNE Network

Introduction

HRDF has been active in the area of anti trafficking in Turkey since 2004 and the main emphasis of our activities has been on victim assistance, networking and provision of trainings to service providers. With the third joint project of Ariadne Network, HRDF expanded its activities to public awareness area. 

Activities implemented under the third joint project were:

· Information regarding the anti trafficking activities in Turkey has been sent to KEPAD to be placed in the ARIADNE web site

· A draft brochure on public awareness regarding human trafficking has been developed 

· A workshop has been organized with the participation of 12 experts from different sectors where strategies for public awareness raising was discussed and the draft brochure has been finalized

· The brochure has been printed and distributed by a person hired for this job

Workshop - Local Event

“Workshop on developing public awareness strategies for combating human trafficking” was a multi-sectoral platform bringing together governorship, law enforcement, social services, lawyers, IO and NGO experts. The workshop took place in September 2009 at Elite World Prestige Hotel in Istanbul. 

The sectoral break up of the participants were as follows: Istanbul Governorship Human Rights Council Chief, One Project Coordinator from a local Municipality in Istanbul; One person directly dealing with victim assistance from IOM; One psychological counselor who is a communication expert; two social workers experienced in working with foreigners representing MoH and Social Services; one lawyer from Bar Association dealing with trafficking cases at the court; 2 police officers from the department of public order, 2 police officers from the department of foreigners and asylum.

HRDF and IOM experts provided short presentations to refresh the memories of participants on human trafficking and to emphasize the need for public awareness and open the discussion on strategies for public awareness. The third phase of the workshop was working on the draft brochure where participants were divided into two groups. These groups first made groups studies and then presentation on topics covering: identification of the target groups; how to reach the target groups; which messages should be conveyed to the target groups; possible ways to convey the messages etc.

It is very important to target the public in the fight against trafficking. It can serve both as prevention and support strategy. Istanbul is one of the main cities where victims of trafficking are identified in Turkey. 
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