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Local awareness raising event in Bosnia and Herzegovina
Conference on the topic
“Violence in family as one of the causes of trafficking in human beings”
This conference on the topic “Violence in family as one of the causes of trafficking in human beings” is organized by Association Zena BiH and will take place on June 5th 2009 at the premises of CENTAR ZA KULUTURU (Center for Culture) in Rade Bitange Street in Mostar.
It is known that violence in family is one of the five most important causes that lead to the chain of human trafficking but has never been researched as such nor treated accordingly.  
According to our findings and information provided from the Safe House for victims of human trafficking and violence, almost each victim of human trafficking was at the same time victim of some form of domestic violence. Additionaly, victims stated normally other reasons too (poverty, low level of being informed, peers influence etc), but violence was the predominant cause. 
The aforementioned makes us to more powerfully work on actions of domestic violence prevention and developing of strategy for domestic violence so as to prevent trafficking in human beings at the same time.  

Our plan is to hold this workshop – public tribune within the framework of the project and by which we will do the following:

· To define a link between violence in family and human trafficking;

· To present good practice from the region in treating both phenomena;

· To propose actions for suppressing both phenomena;
· To define recommendations for National action plan and Operational action plan in combating human trafficking
Public tribune will be attended by 40 employees from the institutions and organisations from both BiH and the region. It is aimed at representatives from non-governmental organisations, police, centres for social welfare, educational institutions, gender mechanisms (at all levels) and representatives from the State group for combating human trafficking and/or Office of the State Coordinator for combating human trafficking. 
Therefore, the conference involves a multidisciplinary group that has been working on the problems of violence in family and human trafficking and identifies the link between these two problems. This will bring to uniform conclusions and recommendations for these phenomena for the entire BiH territory aiming at prevention of trafficking in human beings and awareness raising about this problem. 
Each of the institutions and organisations that will attend this event will get brochures (to be printed within this project) through its representatives at the conference. So, we will distribute materials in different institutions and organisations in different areas across the country and all that will contribute to the project visibility and its aims to large extent. 
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