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Press Release
 May 18, 2009        

                                                                                      Moscow
As part of the project “Cooperation in the Fight against Human Trafficking: an Exchange of Best Practices,” the Angel Coalition, with the financial support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Greece, will convene a roundtable meeting in honor of the International Day of Child Protection.  The roundtable, entitled “Cooperation of Efforts among Government and Non-Government organizations in Russia to Prevent the Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children: Best Practices and Cooperation,” will be held on June 1, 2009 in Moscow.
The purpose of the roundtable meeting is to discuss improving the existing mechanisms and methods of providing support to child victims and to advance the mechanisms of interaction between government and non-government organizations in resolving the problems of child trafficking and sexual exploitation of children, and developing consistent nation-wide practices for the Russian regions.  Participants at the roundtable will be invited to identify existing gaps in the Russian legislation in the area of protecting children’s rights. 
Expected participants at the roundtable include the Ombudsman for Children’s Rights in the Russian Federation, the Public Chamber of the Russian Federation, Commission on Youth Affairs, the State Office of the Public Prosecutor, the Municipal Department of Internal Affairs of Moscow, the Commission of the Public Chamber on Social Development, and other state entities, as well as experts from Greece, international non-profit organizations, and members of the media.  The program agenda, as well as information materials will all be placed on the Angel Coalition’s website: www.angelcoalition.org.
The roundtable will take place on June 1, 2009 from 9:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. at the Aerostar Hotel: Metro, Dinamo, Leningradskii Prospekt, dom 37, korpus 9, hall “Roshino” on the 4th floor (a map of how to get to the hotel is included with the invitation).
Mirzoeva Gulchehra Makhmadierovna 
Director, Trafficking Victim Assistance Center
Angel Coalition, Moscow, Russia
email:: gmirzoeva@angelcoalition.org
************************************************
The Angel Coalition, a public charity Russian non-profit organization designated to combat human trafficking, has been registered since June 1999 and encompasses more than 60 non-profit organizations from 29 Russian regions and 9 CIS countries.  The Angel Coalition is one of the largest public associations in Russia that is completely devoted to countering human trafficking.
Mission Statement: To prevent and counteract human trafficking through legal initiatives, to organize educational trainings, to create partnerships between Russia and the international community, and to provide direct assistance to trafficking victims by providing rehabilitation and reintegration services.  
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